
Men and women 150 years ago grappled with information overload by 
making scrapbooks – the ancestors of  Google and blogging. From Mark 
Twain to Susan B. Anthony, African American janitors to farmwomen, 
abolitionists to Confederates, Lewis Carroll to Virginia Woolf, people cut 
out and pasted down their reading. Their work reveals their personal, 
passionate, often critical and always dynamic relationship to media. As 
significant as these homemade archives are, bricks-and-mortar archives 
have not always been hospitable to scrapbooks. Although they are unique, 
they are made up of  mass produced materials, and difficult to categorize 
and store. This talk lays out the history of  scrapbooks, and goes on to 
explore the relationship of  scrapbook and archives.
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